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1.NAVIGATING COPYRIGHT IN AN
Al-DRIVEN INDIA

In the rapidly evolving digital age, India stands
at a crossroads in balancing copyright
protection with technological innovation. A
landmark moment occurred in November 2024
when Asian News International (ANI), a
leading Indian news agency, filed a copyright
infringement suit against OpenAl in the Delhi
High Court. ANI alleges that OpenAl
unlawfully used its copyrighted news content
to train the Al model behind ChatGPT. What
began as a single lawsuit has since expanded,
with prominent media houses such as NDTV,
Indian Express, and Hindustan Times joining
in, highlighting the complex challenges India
faces under its current Copyright Act of 1957.

India’s Expert Panel on AI and Copyright
Recognizing these challenges, the Government
of India took a significant step in May 2025 by
constituting an expert panel to review the
Copyright Act in light of AI developments.
The expert panel, comprising intellectual
property specialists, government officials, and
industry leaders, is tasked with assessing how
current Intellectual Property laws apply to Al-
generated works and liability for copyrighted
material in Al training. This committee’s
formation marks a decisive step by India to
address the unique legal challenges posed by
Al, with high-profile cases like ANI wv.
OpenAl driving the wurgent need for
modernization.




Core Issues Under Consideration
The panel is delving into critical questions

such as:

e Who or what qualifies as an “author” of
works created with or by artificial
intelligence?

How to assign liability for unauthorized
use of copyrighted data in Al training
datasets.

Clarifying the scope and limits of fair use
in the Al context, particularly regarding
large-scale content mining.
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2. INDIA CLIMBS TO 38TH IN GLOBAL
INNOVATION INDEX 2025: A LEAP TOWARD
INNOVATION LEADERSHIP.

India has reached a historic milestone in its

innovation journey, climbing to 38th place
in the World Intellectual Property
Organization’s (WIPO) Global Innovation
Index (GII), 2025, its highest-ever ranking.
This steady ascent from 48th in 2020 and
81st in 2015 reflects the nation’s growing
emphasis on research, development, and
intellectual property creation. WIPO
highlights that India now leads the Central
and Southern Asia region in innovation,
topping the world in ICT services exports
and ranking among the leaders in venture
capital deals and unicorn valuations. This
achievement cements India’s emergence as
a global innovation hub.The rise in ranking
is closely linked to India’s remarkable
growth in intellectual property filings.
Government data reveal that between 2020-
21 and 2024-25, 1P applications surged by
44%, from 4.77 lakh to nearly 6.9 lakh
filings. Applications for geographical
indications jumped 380%, patent filings
grew by 180%, and industrial design
registrations rose 266%. Much of this

momentum comes from the booming

startup and technology sectors. With over
100 unicorns today and rapidly expanding
software and knowledge exports,
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3.CHINA INTRODUCES STRONGER FAST-TRACK
TRADEMARK REVIEW : HOW DOES IT COMPARE
WITH INDIA?

Beijing, September 2025, China has taken a
major step to streamline intellectual property
protection. On July 7, 2025, the China
National Intellectual Property Administration
(CNIPA) enacted the Measures for the
Expedited  Examination of  Trademark
Registration Applications (“New Measures”),
replacing the 2022 trial rules. The update
expands who can apply for fast-track review,
what trademarks qualify, and sets tighter
timelines, aligning China’s trademark system
with broader economic and strategic policy
goals.

What Has Changed in China’s Fast-Track
System?

The New Measures broaden eligibility to
include applications from strategic emerging
industries (e.g., biomanufacturing, quantum
technology, 6G), future industries, cultural
heritage projects, provincially promoted
industries, urgent public emergencies, and
regional development initiatives. Previously,
the scope was narrower.

Trademark types have also expanded. Beyond

word marks, CNIPA now accepts words,

graphics, letters, numbers, or combinations.
Goods and services descriptions are more
flexible; applicants may use terms publicly
accepted by CNIPA, not just those in standard
classification lists.




Conclusion

China’s new fast-track rules integrate IP
law with industrial policy, ensuring

critical industries receive swift
protection. India’s system is more
inclusive and covers all stages but faces
procedural delays. For businesses, the
choice of jurisdiction matters: in China,

eligible applications can secure
protection within weeks, while in India,
expedited routes are helpful but may still
face structural bottlenecks.
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4.DELHI HIGH COURT’S LANDMARK RULING ON
“WELL-KNOWN MARK” STATUS FOR HALDIRAM

Introduction

In September 2025, the Delhi High Court
issued a significant ruling in a trademark
infringement suit filed by Haldiram India Pvt.
Ltd. The dispute involved several defendants
using the “HALDIRAM” name and
deceptively similar marks, including a
company named Haldiram Restro Pvt. Ltd.,
which sold food products under the contested
brand. The Court granted a permanent
injunction protecting Haldiram’s trademark
rights and declared “HALDIRAM” a well-
known mark under Indian law.

The Facts and Ruling

The Plaintiff traced its origins to 1941,
highlighting decades of use and growth into a
leading Indian food brand recognized globally
for quality and hygiene. Despite attempts by
defendants to claim trademark rights and
business operations under similar names and
domains, the Court found clear infringement.
It ordered defendants to cease use, surrendered
infringing goods for destruction, and awarded
damages to the Plaintiff. The “HALDIRAM”
mark including its oval-shaped and V-shaped
logos was confirmed as “well-known”
nationwide except for West Bengal, following
historical territorial arrangements.
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9.DELHI HIGH COURT ADDRESSES MISLEADING
ADVERTISEMENTS IN PATANJALI-DABUR
CHAWANPRASH DISPUTE

Introduction

In July 2025, the Delhi High Court ruled on a
high-profile intellectual property dispute
between Dabur India Ltd. and Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd. concerning Patanjali’s product
advertisements for its “Special
Chyawanprash.” Dabur alleged these ads
disparaged its flagship “Dabur Chyawanprash”
and other Chyawanprash products by making
false claims about the herbal composition and
traditional authenticity, leading to misleading
and unfair comparative advertising.

The Facts and Ruling

Dabur, a market leader with over 60% share in
the Chyawanprash segment, challenged
Patanjali’s advertisements which claimed that
Patanjali’s product contained 51 precious
herbs and followed the original Ayurvedic
traditions, while others, particularly Dabur’s
product with 40 herbs, were labeled
“ordinary.” The impugned TV commercials
and print ads featured yoga guru Ramdeyv,
endorsing the “original” Patanjali formula and
casting doubt on competitors’ knowledge and
authenticity.

The Court found that these advertisements
falsely implied that only Patanjali possessed
the requisite Ayurvedic knowledge to produce
authentic =~ Chyawanprash  and  unfairly
disparaged Dabur’s product and the entire
class of Chyawanprash medicines.




Conclusion

The Delhi High Court’s ruling in the
Dabur-Patanjali dispute reinforces the
importance of truthful and non-
disparaging advertising in India’s
competitive Ayurvedic market. It is a
landmark for intellectual property rights
and consumer protection, establishing that
companies must respect regulated
standards and avoid misleading claims
even while engaging in comparative
advertising. Ultimately, this judgment
protects both market fairness and the well-
being of consumers in the growing herbal
medicine sector.
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6.DANDIYA WITH RIGHTS: IPR AND GARBA
INNOVATIONS

As the September season hits with Navratri,
Gujrat shines bright with its lights, music and
beats of dandiya and garba. While Navratri
symbolises festivity and devotion of people, it
also represents the creativity that the people
show in their dance, clothes and designs. Over
the years, these events have gone from being of
small scale to events with hundreds of people
taking part. Such large-scale events, brand
performances and digital streaming of these
events have led to the questions of protecting
these innovations through the IP laws in the
recent times.

Keeping this in mind the Gujrat council on
Science and Technology (GUJCOST) working
under the state government in a recent turn of
events has looked into starting awareness
drives to look into how IP laws could help
protect these garba innovations. This move

indicates  acknowledgment that  while

traditional dance steps or rituals may not be
patentable itself, the inventive portion
surrounding it including the attire, logos of
Garba organizers, the musical arrangement, or
festival products may very well be subject to
other IPR.

There are several existing laws in India which
allow this protection, The Copyright Act of
1957 allows for the protection of aural forms
of original musical works, lyrics, or
choreography.
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7. ULTRAHUMAN V. OURA: RIGHTS AND RINGS

In a recent turn of events, the legal dispute
between Ultrahuman, and Finland based Oura
Health has garnered attention in the Indian
intellectual property space. The case began as
a commercial rivalry between competitors in
the health-tech wearables space, has now
turned into a legal dispute with repercussions
that range beyond the particularities of the case
and are considering both patents, innovation,
and perhaps even the overall future of digital
health devices in India.

Ultrahuman, an Indian company based in
Bengaluru, has emerged as one of the leading
brands in the health-tech space in India since it
was founded in 2019. Ultrahuman has just
launched the Ultrahuman Ring Air, which is a
ring used for tracking sleep, glucose, heart rate
and recovery, and is a device that combines
health technology with style because of its
sophisticated health monitoring. Oura Health
was at the forefront of the smart ring
marketplace when they launched the Oura
Ring in 2015 and became an internationally
recognized brand in the smart ring category.
Oura's entry into the Indian marketplace, has
led them right into the trial with Ultrahuman
for an alleged infringement of their patented
technology.
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8. WARNER BROS. V. MIDJOURNEY: DEFINING
LIABILITY FOR COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT IN THE
AGE OF AI-GENERATED ART

Introduction

In September 2025, Warner Bros. Discovery
filed a landmark copyright infringement
lawsuit against Midjourney, an Al image
generator accused of “mass theft” by training
its Al on copyrighted movies and TV shows.
The platform has reportedly enabled millions
to generate unauthorized images of iconic
characters, such as Superman, Batman, and
Bugs Bunny, sparking urgent debates over
copyright infringement and responsibility.

Who holds the responsibility when Al
generates infringing content - the user or
the platform?

Balancing Creativity and Liability

At the crux of this dispute is prompt
engineering—the skilful art of shaping Al
instructions to bypass filters. For example,
instead of directly asking for “a Batman
image,” a user might input “classic comic book
hero in dark attire with bat-like features”. Such
carefully crafted prompts produce images
nearly identical to copyrighted characters,
revealing a loophole to traditional copyright
enforcement by complicating the liability: is it
the user manipulating instructions, or the
platform that enables and profits from
generating such content?




Organizations adhering to ISO/IEC 42001 can
better = navigate Al  compliance by
implementing robust governance, transparent
Al training practices, and continuous risk
monitoring, thereby reducing liability.

Warner Bros. v. Midjourney is poised to set
critical precedents on the responsibilities of Al
platforms and users, providing legal clarity on
fair use boundaries and shaping the future
interplay between artificial intelligence and
copyright law worldwide.
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